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MEMBER FOR HILLARYS 
Personal Explanation - Premier’s Corruption Claims 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [12.13 pm]:  Yesterday during question time the Premier made claims against 
me stating that I had supported corrupt activities within my area in Wanneroo.  It was not until I read the 
uncorrected Hansard this morning that I could confirm that that is what the Premier had said under 
parliamentary privilege.  I certainly would have encouraged him to say it outside this house.  It is incumbent on 
me to explain to the house that there is no truth whatsoever in that claim and there is no evidence to back up that 
claim.  To claim that I was supporting corrupt activities in Wanneroo is wrong.  It is a disgraceful comment to 
make, and I must tell members that it has affected me.  I have never been involved in any corrupt activity 
whatsoever in Western Australia. 
I first became a councillor of the City of Wanneroo at the request of the residents in my area when I was a 
member of the residents’ association because they were very unhappy with the representation they were getting 
from a person called Dave King.  There were many rumours about that councillor, which were obviously found 
to have some truth at the end of the day.  Through the Kyle inquiry, which the previous Labor government 
introduced, and indeed the royal commission that my government introduced, Dave King was found to have 
been corrupt and he went to prison for it, as did other people connected with the City of Wanneroo. 
I was never called before the royal commission.  I stood against that councillor because neither the residents nor 
I liked the way he behaved, and I beat him.  After being on the council for just one year, I became the mayor, 
which was quite an unusual occurrence.  The reason I became the mayor is that I was one of the very few 
councillors who were not being inquired into.  I had not been in WA long enough.  I had arrived in Western 
Australia only in February 1988, so I had no skeletons in my cupboard and I had not been involved in any way 
with developers or with any corrupt activity whatsoever. 
When the Premier took advantage of parliamentary privilege to claim that I supported corruption in my area in 
Wanneroo, I found it quite distasteful.  I hope that the Premier has the guts to come into this chamber and to 
apologise in this chamber for the comments he made.  It is very disturbing for a member of the chamber to be 
accused in any way of corruption, whether a member is accused of having committed corruption or even of 
having supported it.  I never have and never will support corruption in any way, shape or form.  The Premier’s 
claim was personally distressing for me. 

The Premier alluded to the preselection and entry into this Parliament of Wayde Smith, and tried to suggest I had 
arranged it.  He inferred that Wayde Smith was a friend of mine.  I make it quite clear that he was not a friend in 
the normal sense.  He was a member of the Liberal Party and he was a colleague.  I had no influence whatsoever 
in arranging for Wayde Smith to be elected as a member of this house.  I had nothing to do with his preselection 
or his entry into this house.  Unfortunately, Wayde Smith paid a very heavy price for what he did and he went to 
prison.  It was wrong of the Premier to imply that I was involved in that in some way and it impugned my 
character.  I have nothing against Wayde Smith.  He was a colleague and a member of the Liberal Party.  He also 
was a member of an adjoining seat of mine.  I played no part in his preselection or entry into Parliament.  To 
draw a long bow and say that I influenced his preselection and entry into Parliament is based on no fact, 
evidence or truth whatsoever.  I take it very much to heart when my integrity is impugned. 
I hope that the Premier will have the guts to come into this chamber and apologise to me for making those 
disgraceful comments.  If he wants to enter into a debate, I am happy to enter into a debate at any time about 
what happened at the City of Wanneroo at that time and since then.  I hope the Premier has the guts to do that. 
 


